
MESSAGE NOTES: AGAINST ALL ODDS 
 

• __________ can please ______________ all the ________. 
 
 

• We live for an _____________ of ______. 
 
 

1 Kings 18:17-18 When he saw Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of 
Israel?” 18 “I have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and your father’s 
family have. You have abandoned  the LORD’s commands and have followed the Baals.  

 
 

1 Kings 18:21-24 Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you 
waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow 
him.” But the people said nothing. 22 Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of 
the LORD’s prophets left, but Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets.  23 Get two bulls 
for us. Let Baal’s prophets choose one for themselves, and let them cut it into pieces 
and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on 
the wood but not set fire to it. 24 Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call 
on the name of the LORD. The god who answers by fire—he is God.” Then all the 
people said, “What you say is good.” 
 
 
1 Kings 18:26 So they took the bull given them and prepared it. Then they called on 
the name of Baal from morning till noon. “Baal, answer us!” they shouted. But there 
was no response; no one answered. And they danced around the altar they had made. 
 
 
1 Kings 18:29 Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the 
time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no one 
paid attention. 
 

  
1 Kings 18:36-39 At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and 
prayed: “LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you 
are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your 
command. 37 Answer me, LORD, answer me, so these people will know that you, LORD, 
are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again.” 38 Then the fire of 
the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also 
licked up the water in the trench. 39 When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate 
and cried, “The LORD—he is God! The LORD—he is God!” 

 



Faith Group Questions 
 
 

1. What did the Holy Spirit teach or remind you about during Sunday’s worship service? 

 

2. Would you categorize yourself as a people pleaser?  Why or why not and how does this 

affect you and your relationships with others? 

 

3. Read 1 Kings 18:17-19?  If you struggle with people pleasing, it’s very easy to take 

responsibility for someone else’s problems. King Ahab tried to blame Elijah for Israel’s 

troubles. How did Elijah respond and how can his response help you respond to others?        

 

 

a. Why was Elijah so confident?  Why can you be confident? 

 
 
4. Read 1 Kings 18:22-39. Elijah was outnumbered 450 to 1.  In what areas of your life do you 

feel outnumbered?  

 

 

a. What does God reveal about himself in these verses that gives you confidence that 

you live for an Audience of One?   

 
 
5. In what ways does the Prophet Elijah foreshadow the greater Prophet, Jesus Christ? 

 
 
6. What do you need prayer for? 

 


