
 

MESSAGE NOTES: UNCOVERING THE TRUTH 

1 Peter 5:8  
Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 

someone to devour. 
 
 

Joshua 6:18-19 
Keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking 

any of them.  Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. 
19 All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD and must go into 

the treasury. 
 
 

Joshua 7:1 
But the Israelites were unfaithful in regard to the devoted things; Achan son of Karmi, the son of 

Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of them. So the LORD’s anger burned against 
Israel. 

 
 
Joshua 7:5-6 

At this the hearts of the people melted in fear and became like water. 6 Then Joshua tore his 
clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of the LORD, remaining there till evening. The 

elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled dust on their heads.  
 
 

Joshua 7:7-9 
And Joshua said, “Alas, Sovereign LORD, why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan to 

deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been content to stay on the 
other side of the Jordan! 8 Pardon your servant, Lord. What can I say, now that Israel has been 

routed by its enemies? 9 The Canaanites and the other people of the country will hear about this and 
they will surround us and wipe out our name from the earth. What then will you do for your own 
great name?” 
 
 

Joshua 7:10-12 

The LORD said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? 11 Israel has 
sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have taken some 
of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their own 

possessions. 12 That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they turn their 
backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not be with you 

anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction. 
 
 

 
 



Joshua 7:13-15 
“Go, consecrate the people. Tell them, ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow; for this is 

what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: There are devoted things among you, Israel. You cannot 
stand against your enemies until you remove them. 14 “‘In the morning, present yourselves tribe by 

tribe. The tribe the LORD chooses shall come forward clan by clan; the clan the LORD chooses shall 
come forward family by family; and the family the LORD chooses shall come forward man by 

man. 15 Whoever is caught with the devoted things shall be destroyed by fire, along with all that 
belongs to him. He has violated the covenant of the LORD and has done an outrageous thing in 
Israel!’” 

 
 

Joshua 7:19-21 
Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the LORD, the God of Israel, and honor him. 
Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from me.” 20 Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned 

against the LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I have done: 21 When I saw in the plunder a 
beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold weighing fifty 

shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver 
underneath.” 

 
 

Joshua 7:24-26 

Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold bar, his 
sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of 
Achor. 25 Joshua said, “Why have you brought this trouble on us? The LORD will bring trouble on you 

today.” Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they burned them. 26 Over 
Achan they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this day. Then the LORD turned from his 

fierce anger. Therefore that place has been called the Valley of Achor ever since. 
 
 

John 11:49-52 

Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know nothing at 
all! 50 You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole 

nation perish.” 51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that 
Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 52 and not only for that nation but also for the scattered 
children of God, to bring them together and make them one. 
 
 

Psalm 32:3-5 

When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 4 For day and night 
your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. 5 Then I 
acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my 

transgressions to the LORD.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Faith Group Questions 
 
 

1. Share with the group some of the truths that stuck with you from Sunday’s message and 

explain why.  
 

 
 

 
2. Read Joshua 7:1-26. Any time you’re tempted to break one of God’s commands, Satan or one 

of his demons is there whispering in your ear that no one will be negatively affected by your 

sinful decisions. How does this account prove that this is boldfaced lie?   
 

 
a. How will knowing this is a lie cause you to think before you act? 

 

 
 

3. Review Joshua 7:1-12. After witnessing the miracles at the Jordan and Jericho, Joshua had 
come to expect only blessings from the LORD. But when he and his army experienced defeat 

at Ai, he was surprised, confused, and finally accused God of breaking his promise to be with 
them. What from this section is God teaching you about how to handle disappointing 
situations and losses?          

 
 

 
 

4. Achan sinned against the LORD, tried to hide it, and ultimately died for his sin which removed 
the curse from Israel. Thankfully, Jesus came to remove the curse of sin from our lives by 
giving up his life for all people (see John 11:49-52). Read and meditate on Psalm 32 which 

was written by King David. What is God teaching you about the consequences of hidden sins, 
repentance, and forgiveness?             

 
 
 

 
5. What can your group pray for?  


